REDISTRIBUTION OF COTTON INDUSTRY                 59
Tuticorin to Bombay is only half of that from Tuticorin to
Japan.2d
The first Tariff Board (1927) on Cotton Industry empha-
sizing this advantage of position with respect to the import
of foreign cotton remarked: "It is essential that Bombay
should utilize to the full the natural advantages that it pos-
sesses in the matter of climate and of its situation in respect
of imports of American or African cotton for the production
of goods of higher quality than it has done in the past that it
should devote much less attention than it has done to the
production of grey goods, more specially of grey long-cloth
and shirtings and that it should embark on a much larger
production of bleached and coloured, printed and dyed
goods.'80
Bombay, as already mentioned, has made good progress
in this direction but as yet it is far from attaining the posi-
tion envisaged by the Tariff Board. There is no doubt that
taking bulk for bulk the production of yarn of higher counts
in Bombay is greater than in Ahmedabad, but the proportion
of finer counts to the total quantity of yarn produced in .each
centre is higher in Ahmedabad than in Bombay. The pro-
duction of higher counts amounts to only about 18 per cent
in Bombay while in Ahmedabad it amounts to more than 35
per cent. It has to be borne in mind, however, in this con-
nexion that the production of higher counts at Bombay has
been reduced substantially since the beginning of the war
(1939) on account of war production. But even after taking
into consideration the effect of war production on the quality
of the manufactures it is evident that the progress in the pro-
duction of fine goods has been slow in Bombay in comparison
with Ahmedabad. The inability of the Bombay industry to
accelerate the pace of this progress may be partly due to the
fact that the labour in Bombay is less efficient and more costly
than in Ahmedabad. Bombay is, however, trying to improve
matters in this direction by introducing rationalization and
efficiency schemes (involving reduction in the proportion
of labour for a given amount of mechanical equipment):u in
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